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FACULTY OF HEALTH AND WELLBEING AND MUSIC 

 

HOSPITALITY – PRACTICAL COOKERY       NATIONAL 4 / 5 
 
 
Why Study National 4 / 5 Hospitality? 
The course is designed to offer learners the chance to develop their practical cookery skills.  The course 
aims to enable learners to: 
 

 Proficiently use a range of cookery skills, food preparation techniques and cookery processes 

when following recipes 

 Select and use ingredients to produce and garnish or decorate dishes 

 Develop an understanding of the characters of ingredients and an awareness of their sustainability 

 Develop an understanding of current dietary advice relating to the use of ingredients 

 Plan and produce meals and present them appropriately 

 Work safely and hygienically 

 
Entry Requirements 
Please discuss the level of study with your Home Economics Teacher 
 
Subject Outline 

1. Cookery skills, techniques and processes 

2. Understanding and using ingredients 

3. Organisational skills for cooking 

 
Assessment 

 Unit Assessment 
You will work through all three units in school and your practical skills will be assessed throughout 
these units.  Assessment can be done in a number of ways including projects, tests, presentations, 
posters or developing a new product.   

 
 Course Assessment 

National 4  
Pupils will complete unit assessments in class.  These will be written and practical in nature.  
Pupils will also have an ‘Added Value’ unit to complete for SQA.   
 
National 5 
Pupils will complete a practical task; preparing, cooking and serving a three course meal under 
exam conditions.  The outcome of the final practical exam will determine the grade achieved.  
Pupils will submit a time plan to SQA and sit a written examination in May during the exam diet. 
 

Homework 
Practical cookery skills practice. 

 
Progression 
Higher Health and Food Technology 
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FACULTY OF HEALTH AND WELLBEING AND MUSIC 

 
 

MUSIC                                                                         NATIONAL 4 / 5 
 
 
For National 4 and National 5, pupils need to undertake the following elements for course completion: 
 
Performance 
Performance on two instruments.  (Some combinations are prohibited and these should be checked with 
Mrs Barbour in the first instance.)  The time requirements for each instrument are as printed below.  An 
external assessment will take place in February/March in the year of presentation.  Each instrument 
makes up 25% of the marks in National 4 and 5.  
 
There is flexibility in the time allocated to each instrument/voice, but care should be taken when selecting 
and timing programmes to ensure that the overall maximum time is not exceeded. 
 

Level 

Associated 
Board 
equivalent 
(minimum 
standard) 

Total 
programme 
duration 

Maximum 
time on one 
instrument 

Minimum time 
on other 
instrument 

Other possible 
combinations of 
minutes 

National 4 Grade 2 8 minutes 6 minutes 2 minutes 

 
4 and 4 
5 and 3 
 

National 5 Grade 3 8 minutes 6 minutes 2 minutes 

 
4 and 4 
5 and 3 
 

 
Understanding Music 
This involves listening to a wide variety of musical styles and learning music vocabulary, with the 
assessment of this for the final exam being a formal written examination.  At National 4 and National 5 
this element of the exam is 35% of the final mark.  
 
Composing Music  
Pupils have to show evidence of composing by making up their own music in a structured form and then 
making an audio recording.  At National 4 and National 5 this is 15% of the final mark.  
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FACULTY OF HEALTH AND WELLBEING AND MUSIC 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION   NATIONAL 4  
 
 
Why Study National 4 Physical Education? 
This subject offers you the opportunity to study Physical Education at a challenging level and to build on 
current skills and performance.  It makes an important contribution to a balanced education and may 
help you to progress to further education or employment. 
 
The subject aims to develop individual abilities and to enhance mental, emotional, social and physical 
development. 
 

Entry Requirements 

 Enthusiastic performer in PE 

 Good level of practical performance ability 

 Following discussion with your S3 class teacher 

 Entering National 4 English 

 

Subject Outline 

1. Practical Performance 
You will participate in seven activities throughout the course.  Activities currently on offer: 
Swimming, Badminton, Rugby, Basketball, Hockey, Orienteering (subject to change), Netball and 
Gymnastics 

2. Factors Impacting on Performance 
Completion of Unit Workbook  

 

Assessment 

 Pass or fail in both practical and theory aspects of the course 

 Internally assessed in two activities  

 Added Value Unit assessment in a one off performance 

 Internally assessed Unit workbook  

 
This course has no external examination.  All units must be passed to achieve the subject award. 
 
Homework 
Homework may be set weekly as a follow up to performance work completed in class. Homework will 
also be issued to complete the activity workbooks. 
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FACULTY OF HEALTH AND WELLBEING AND MUSIC 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION        NATIONAL 5 
 
 
Why Study National 5 Physical Education? 
This subject offers you the opportunity to study Physical Education at a challenging level and to build on 
current skills and performance.  It makes an important contribution to a balanced education and may 
help you to progress to further education or employment. 
 
The subject aims to develop individual abilities and to enhance mental, emotional, social and physical 
development. 
 

Entry Requirements 

 Enthusiastic performer in PE 

 Good level of practical performance ability 

 Showing a good understanding of theory aspects behind activities 

 Following discussion with your class teachers 

 Entering National 5 English 

 

Subject Outline 

1. Practical Performance: 

 50% of the course is performance based.  

 Students are assessed out of 30 for two one off performance activities (one of these activities 
could be outwith the curriculum). 

 Activities currently on the course: Swimming, Badminton, Basketball, Hockey, Orienteering 
(subject to change), Netball and Gymnastics. 

2. Factors Impacting on performance:  

 50% of the course is based on a Portfolio which will reflect the pupil’s knowledge and personal 
application of the Factors Impacting on Performance 
 

Assessment 

Course Assessment  

 You will be graded on two one off performances in two differing activities. The marks contribute to 
50% of the overall marks for the course assessment.  Each activity will be marked out of 30. 

 

 Pupils will complete a Portfolio which will reflect their knowledge and personal application of the 
Factors Impacting on Performance.  The Portfolio is worth 60 marks and contributes 50% of the 
overall marks for the Course Assessment.  This is externally assessed by the SQA.  

 
Homework 
Homework may be set weekly as a follow up to performance work completed in class.  Homework will 
also be issued to complete the activity workbooks. 
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FACULTY OF LANGUAGE AND LITERACY 

 

ENGLISH AND LITERACY                          NATIONAL 4 
 
 

Why Study National 4 English and Literacy? 
Being able to read, speak and write well in English is the key to success in many aspects of life and 
work.  Skills in English are important in many school/college subjects and essential in many occupations.  
This subject provides you with purposeful reading, writing, talking and listening.  These activities enable 
you to improve your communication skills and to enjoy the English Language in prose, poetry and 
drama.  You may also study a media text. 
 

Entry to the subject 
At the discretion of the Faculty, but you would normally be expected to have attained one of the 
following: 
 

 National 3 Units 

 Competency in Level 2/3 English and Literature Experiences and Outcomes 

 Recommendation from S3 English Teacher/Principal Teacher Faculty 
 

Subject Outline 
You must complete four compulsory units: Analysis and Evaluation, Creation and Production, Literacy 
and an Added Value Unit.  These units will be delivered and assessed as an integrated programme of 
study. 
 

You will study a range of literature, exploring written and spoken language conventions and develop your 
analytical skills.  A large focus will be on grammar and the basics of how language works. 
 

Analysis and Evaluation 
This unit is centred on analysis of literature and media and your response to it.  It will develop your skills 
in reading and listening.  A variety of texts will be explored across a range of genres – prose fiction and 
non-fiction, drama, poetry and media – covering a variety of topics.  
 

Creation and Production 
In this unit, you will practise skills in writing and talking in a variety of different forms and for different 
purposes.  It will develop your skills in writing and talking. 
 

Literacy 
This unit aims to develop your reading, writing, listening and talking in a variety of practical forms, 
relevant for learning, life and work. 

 

Added Value 
The Added Value unit offers challenge and a chance to independently apply the skills learned throughout 
the subject. You will plan and research a chosen topic (literature, language or media), using listening and 
reading skills then present your findings using talking and written skills. 
 

Progression 

 National 5 English (and/or Literacy) 

 National 4/5 Media  

 
Homework 
Pupils should expect to work on this subject for approximately one hour weekly, completing tasks such 
as: Personal Reading / Research and Note Taking / Preparation and Planning / Close Reading / Writing / 
Listening and Watching. 
 
Assessment 
This course is internally assessed in school, so there is no exam. Assessment is spread out over the 
duration of the course. 
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FACULTY OF LANGUAGE AND LITERACY 

 

ENGLISH                                              NATIONAL 5 
 
 
Why Study National 5 English? 
Being competent in English is the key to success in many aspects of life and work.  Skills in English 
language and communication are important in many school, college and university subjects and 
occupations.  A qualification in English is often required for entry to further and higher education.  This 
subject aims to improve and extend your language and communication skills and broaden your 
experience of English literature in prose, poetry and drama. You may also study a media text. 
 
Entry to the Subject 
This is at the discretion of the Faculty but you would normally be expected to have attained one of the 
following:   
 

 National 4 English and Literacy 

 Competence in Level 3/4 English and Literacy Experiences and Outcomes 

 Recommendation from your S3 English Teacher / Principal Teacher Faculty 

 You should also have an interest in language and literature and the ability to undertake 
independent study 
 

Subject Outline 
In this course, you will analyse and evaluate a range of written texts, fiction and non-fiction, and practise 
writing and talking skills in different contexts or genres.  Much of class time will be spent studying 
literature, including a compulsory Scottish set text.  You will be expected to write critically about the texts 
studied in the final exam.  There is a compulsory internally assessed talking assessment and you also 
have to complete a writing folio for submission to the SQA and two exams, one in Critical Reading and 
one in Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation.  The National 5 Literacy Unit may also be 
overtaken. 
 
Analysis & Evaluation (40 hours) 
The aim of this Unit is to develop reading and listening skills in the contexts of literature, language and 
media.  Learners who complete this Unit will be able to: 
 

1. Understand, analyse and evaluate detailed written texts 

2. Understand, analyse and evaluate detailed spoken language 

 

Creation & Production (40 hours) 

The aim of this Unit is to develop talking and writing skills in a range of contexts.  Learners who complete 
this Unit will be able to: 
 

1. Create and produce detailed written texts 

2. Participate actively in detailed spoken activities 

 
Much of class time will be spent studying literature, including a compulsory Scottish set text.  You will be 
expected to write critically about the texts studied in the final exam. 
 
Progression 
 

 Higher English 

 National 5 Media  
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FACULTY OF LANGUAGE AND LITERACY 

 
Homework 
Homework will be issued at the class teacher’s discretion, but pupils should expect to work on this 
subject for approximately one and a half hours weekly. 
 
Assessment 
Assessment is spread out over the duration of the course.  The talk element is internally assessed.  A 
folio is submitted in March and 
there are two external exams in May. 
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FACULTY OF LANGUAGE AND LITERACY 

 

MEDIA                                   NATIONAL 4 
 
 
Why Study National 4 Media? 
Being aware of the influence of the media is an increasingly important skill in today’s society. Media 
plays an important role in disseminating information across the world. This subject helps pupils to begin 
to question media mass communication, rather than simply accepting it at face value, and to learn how 
to create their own media texts. Different forms of media studied could include: films, television 
programmes, radio, multimedia, newspapers, magazines, animation or advertising. This subject also 
extends language and communication skills and complements the study of English.  
 
Entry to the Subject 
At the discretion of the Faculty but you would normally be expected to have attained one of the following: 
 

 National 4 English and Literacy 

 Competency in Level 2/3 English and Literacy Experiences and Outcomes 

 Recommendation from S3 English Teacher / Principal Teacher Faculty 

 
Subject Outline 
You must complete three Units in this subject: 
 

 Analysing Media Content 

 Creating Media Content  

 Added Value Unit:  Media Assignment 

 
There is no external examination. 
 
Progression  
National 5 Media  
National 4/5 English 
 
Analysing Media Content 
The Unit develops skills in analysing media content, allowing pupils to develop knowledge of the key 
aspects of media literacy.  
 
Creating Media Content  
The Unit develops the skills to plan and create straightforward media content and to comment on 
production processes.  Pupils will use the skills gained from analysing media to create their own media 
products.  
 
Added Value Unit:  Media Assignment 
The Added Value Unit allows pupils to apply the skills they have developed in the rest of the course.  
Learners analyse, plan, create and evaluate media content on a chosen topic that develops their 
personal interests. 
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FACULTY OF LANGUAGE AND LITERACY 

 
Homework 
Homework will be issued at the class teacher’s discretion, but a rough guide to the amount would be at 
least one hour weekly.  Homework should involve the following activities: 
 

 Research and Note Taking 

 Preparation and Planning 

 Revision 

 Critical viewing  

 Analysis 

 Essay writing 

 
Assessment 
Assessment in the units is spread out over the duration of the subject. To gain an award in the subject all 
units must be passed, including the Added Value Unit. 
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FACULTY OF LANGUAGE AND LITERACY 

 

MEDIA                               NATIONAL 5 
 
 
Why Study National 5 Media? 
Being aware of the influence of the media and how media is constructed is an increasingly important skill 
in today’s society. Media plays an important role in disseminating information across the world. This 
subject enables candidates to critically question the messages and purposes of media mass 
communication rather than simply accepting them at face value. Different forms of media studied could 
include: films, television programmes, radio, multimedia, newspapers, magazines, animation or 
advertising. Pupils will also use what they have learned to produce their own media texts. This subject 
also aims to extend language and communication skills.  
 
Entry to the Subject 
This is at the discretion of the Faculty but you would normally be expected to have attained one of the 
following: 
 

 National 4 Media 

 National 4 English and Literacy or National 5 English 

 Competency in Level 2/3 English and Literacy Experiences and Outcomes 

 Recommendation from S3 English Teacher / Principal Teacher Faculty 

 
Subject Outline 
The course entails analysing media texts and creating your own media texts. Pupils will study a range of 
media texts, primarily film and TV. The media assignment, 50% of the final mark, involves planning, 
creating and reviewing your own film. There is also an external examination. 
 
Progression 
Higher Media  
National 5 English. 
 
Homework 
Homework will be issued at the class teacher’s discretion, but a rough guide to the amount would be at 
least one hour thirty minutes weekly.  Homework should involve the following activities: 
 

 Research and Note Taking 

 Preparation and Planning 

 Revision 

 Critical viewing  

 Analysis 

 Essay writing 

 
Assessment 
Pupils submit an assignment to the SQA and sit an SQA Exam in May to gain their final grade. 
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FACULTY OF LANGUAGE AND LITERACY 

 

MODERN LANGUAGES     FRENCH                     NATIONAL 4 

 
Why Study National 4 French? 
The aim of this subject is to allow you to develop understanding of France and Francophone countries. 
The four skill areas are Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing.  You will also learn about France and 
the customs and ways of the French people.  This course will be suitable for some pupils who wish to 
pick up a language again after a break, or beginners. 
 
Britain has many business and trade links with France and every year many British people enjoy 
holidays in France.  This makes the subject extremely useful, both for career paths and your personal 
use. 
 
Entry Requirements 
At the discretion of the Faculty but you would normally be expected to have attained one of the following: 
 

 Competency in Level 2/3 Modern Languages Experiences and Outcomes 

 Recommendation from Modern Languages Teacher 

 National 4/5 Spanish 

 
Subject Outline 
You must complete three units: 

 

 Modern Languages:  Understanding Language 

 Modern Languages:  Using Language 

 Added Value Unit:  Modern Languages:  Assignment 

 
The units will be taught in a combined way.  There is no external examination for this course. 
 
Progression 

 National 5 French 

 National 4 Spanish 

 
Modern Languages:  Understanding Language 
This Unit develops basic reading and listening skills in French and 
knowledge of straightforward language in the contexts of society, 
learning, employability and culture. 
 
Modern Languages:  Using Language 
In this Unit, pupils will develop and apply their knowledge of straightforward French in a range of 
contexts, and use this in talking and writing. 
 
Added Value Unit:  Modern Languages:  Assignment 
This unit allows pupils to demonstrate all the skills they have learned and apply them independently to 
investigate a topic of their own choice. 
 
Homework 
Homework will be issued on a regular basis, but a rough guide to the amount would be at least one hour 
weekly.  This involves learning vocabulary, practising speaking and writing tasks, completing class work 
or doing exercises for consolidation of class work. 
 
Assessment 
Assessment in the units is spread out over the duration of the subject.  To gain an award in the subject 
all units must be passed, including the Added Value.  
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FACULTY OF LANGUAGE AND LITERACY 

 

MODERN LANGUAGES          FRENCH                NATIONAL 5 
 
 
Why Study National 5 French? 
The aim of this subject is to allow you to develop understanding of France and Francophone countries.  
The four skill areas are Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing.  You will also learn about France and 
the customs and ways of the French people.  Britain has many business and trade links with France and 
every year many British people enjoy holidays in France.  This makes the subject extremely useful, both 
for career paths and your personal use. 
 
Entry Requirements 
This is at the discretion of the Faculty but you would be expected to have attained one of the following: 
 

 National 4 French 

 Pupils with a qualification in Spanish at National 4/5 will be considered at the discretion of the 

Faculty 

 Pupils who have shown mastery of Level 4 CfE Experiences and Outcomes 

 The recommendation of a Modern Languages Teacher 

 
Subject Outline 
The course provides the opportunity to develop reading and listening skills in French, and to develop 
knowledge and understanding of detailed language in the contexts of society, learning, employability and 
culture. Pupils also work to develop talking and writing skills in French, and develop further knowledge 
and understanding of detailed language in different contexts.  
 
Assessment 
Assessment is ongoing. There is an internal speaking assessment, and a writing assignment that is sent 
to the SQA. Both elements contribute the final course grade, along with two external examinations in 
reading and writing and listening lead to the full subject award.  The 4 elements have equal weighting of 
25%.  
 
Homework 
This is given on a regular basis and involves learning vocabulary, practising speaking and writing tasks, 
completing class work or doing exercises for consolidation of class work. 
 
Progression 

 Higher French 

 National 5 Spanish 

 
In terms of employment pupils would be well placed for employment in: 
 

 Arts, Social Sciences and Religion 

 Hospitality, Catering and Tourism 

 Interpretation 

 Languages 

 Law 

 Translation 

 Travel and Tourism 
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FACULTY OF LANGUAGE AND LITERACY 

 

MODERN LANGUAGES      SPANISH                 NATIONAL 4 

 
Why Study National 4 Spanish? 
The aim of this subject is to allow you to develop your skills in Spanish in useful and relevant contexts. 
The four skill areas are Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing. You will also learn about the use of 
Spanish throughout the world and about the Hispanic culture. 
 

Not only is the importance of learning Spanish becoming increasingly crucial in terms of the global 
economy, it can also play a major role in your own personal development. The Spanish passion for living 
is contagious and once you start to learn about their language and culture, you won’t ever want to stop!  
This course will be suitable for some pupils who wish to pick up a language again after a break, or 
beginners. 
 

Entry Requirements 
At the discretion of the Faculty but you would normally be expected to have attained one of the following: 
 

 Competency in Level 2/3 Modern Languages Experiences and Outcomes 

 National 4 French 

 Recommendation from Modern Languages Teacher 

 

Subject Outline 
You must complete three units: 
 

 Modern Languages:  Understanding Language 

 Modern Languages:  Using Language 

 Added Value Unit:  Modern Languages:  Assignment 

 

The units will be taught in a combined way.  There is no external examination for this course. 
 

Progression 

 National 5 Spanish 

 National 4 French 

 

Modern Languages: Understanding Language 
This Unit develops basic reading and listening skills in Spanish and knowledge of straightforward 
language in the contexts of society, learning, employability, and culture. 
 
Modern Languages: Using Language 
In this Unit, pupils will develop and apply their knowledge of straightforward Spanish in a range of 
contexts, and use this in talking and writing. 
 
Added Value Unit:  Modern Languages:  Assignment 
This unit allows pupils to demonstrate all the skills they have learned and apply them independently to 
investigate a topic of their own choice. 
 
Homework 
Homework will be issued on a regular basis, but a rough guide to the amount would be at least one hour 
weekly.  This involves learning vocabulary, practising speaking and writing tasks, completing class work 
or doing exercises for consolidation of class work. 
 
Assessment 
Assessment in the units is spread out over the duration of the subject.  To gain an award in the subject 
all units must be passed, including the Added Value. 
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FACULTY OF LANGUAGE AND LITERACY 

 

MODERN LANGUAGES     SPANISH                           NATIONAL 5 
 
 
Why Study National 5 Spanish? 
The aim of this subject is to allow you to develop your linguistic skills in Spanish in useful and relevant 
contexts. The four skill areas are Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing. You will also learn about the 
use of Spanish throughout the world and about the Hispanic culture. 
 
Not only is the importance of learning Spanish becoming increasingly crucial in terms of the global 
economy, it can also play a major role in your own personal development. The Spanish passion for living 
is contagious and once you start to learn about their language and culture, you won’t ever want to stop!   
 
Entry Requirements 

 National 4 Spanish 

 Pupils with a French qualification at National 4/5 will be considered at the discretion of the Faculty 

 Pupils who have shown mastery of Level 4 CfE Experiences and Outcomes 

 The recommendation of a Modern Languages Teacher 

 
Subject Outline 
The course provides the opportunity to develop reading and listening skills in Spanish, and to develop 
knowledge and understanding of detailed language in the contexts of society, learning, employability and 
culture. Pupils also work to develop talking and writing skills in Spanish, and develop further knowledge 
and understanding of detailed language in different contexts.  
 
Assessment 
Assessment is ongoing. There is an internal speaking assessment, and a writing assignment that is sent 
to the SQA. Both elements contribute the final course grade, along with two external examinations in 
reading and writing and listening lead to the full subject award.  The 4 elements have equal weighting of 
25%.  
 
Homework 
This is given on a regular basis and involves learning vocabulary, practising speaking and writing tasks, 
completing class work or doing exercises for consolidation of class work. 
 
Progression 
 

 Higher Spanish 

 National 5 / Higher French 

 
In terms of employment, pupils would be well placed for employment in: 
 

 Arts, Social Sciences and Religion 

 Hospitality, Catering and Tourism 

 Interpretation 

 Languages 

 Law 

 Translation 

 Travel and Tourism 

 
Fact:  Those with a language qualification have the greatest success in the employment market 

after medicine! 
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FACULTY OF MATHEMATICS AND NUMERACY, 
SOCIAL SUBJECTS AND DRAMA 
 

MATHEMATICS                                                            NATIONAL 4 
 
 
Introduction 
Mathematics is rich and stimulating.  It engages and fascinates learners of all ages, interests and 
abilities.  Learning mathematics develops logical reasoning, analysis, problem-solving skills, creativity, 
and the ability to think in abstract ways.  It uses a universal language of numbers and symbols, which 
allows us to communicate ideas  
 
Aims of the Course 

 Motivate and challenge learners by enabling them to select and apply straightforward mathematical 

skills in a variety of mathematical and real-life situations 

 Develop confidence in the subject and a positive attitude towards further study in mathematics 

 Enable the use of numerical data and abstract terms and develop the idea of generalisation 

 Allow learners to interpret, communicate and manage information in mathematical form; skills 

which are vital to scientific and technological research and development 

 Develop the learner’s skills in using mathematical language and to explore straightforward 

mathematical ideas 

 Develop skills relevant to learning, life and work in an engaging and enjoyable way 

 
Information about typical learners who might do the Course 
The Course would be suitable for learners who have experience breadth and depth of learning across 
mathematics experiences and outcomes, or who have attained the National 3 Lifeskills Mathematics 
Course, or have equivalent qualification or experience. 
 
Progression from this Course 

 National 5 Mathematics 

 Numeracy (National 5) Unit 

 
Course Structure 
The Course consists of three units plus an internally administered mathematics test 
 
Mathematics: Expressions and Formulae (National 4) 
This Unit develops skills linked to the manipulation of abstract terms, the simplification of expressions 
and the evaluation of formulae. The Outcomes cover aspects of algebra, geometry, statistics and 
reasoning. 
 
Mathematics: Relationships (National 4) 
This Unit develops skills linked solving equations, understanding graphs and working with trigonometric 
ratios. The Outcomes cover aspects of algebra, geometry, trigonometry, statistics and reasoning. 
 
Numeracy (National 4) 
This Unit develops learners’ numerical and information handling skills to solve straightforward, real-life 
problems involving number, money, time and measurement. Learners will also interpret graphical data 
and use their knowledge and understanding of probability to identify solutions to straightforward real-life 
problems involving money, time and measurement. 
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FACULTY OF MATHEMATICS AND NUMERACY, 
SOCIAL SUBJECTS AND DRAMA 
 
Mathematics Test (National 4) 
This is the Added Value Unit of the National 4 Mathematics Course, The general aim of this Unit is to 
assess whether pupils are able to apply skills from all the three previous units through the successful 
completion of a test. 
 
Numerical skills underpin all aspects of the Course, and the ability to use these without the aid of a 
calculator will also be assessed. 
 
Conditions of Award 
To achieve the National 4 Mathematics Course, learners must pass all of the required Units, including 
the Added Value Unit (Mathematics Test). National 4 Courses are not graded. 
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FACULTY OF MATHEMATICS AND NUMERACY, 
SOCIAL SUBJECTS AND DRAMA 
 

MATHEMATICS                                        NATIONAL 5 
 
 
Introduction 
Mathematics is rich and stimulating. It engages and fascinates learners of all ages, interests and 
abilities. Learning mathematics develops logical reasoning, analysis, problem-solving skills, creativity, 
and the ability to think in abstract ways. It uses a universal language of numbers and symbols, which 
allows us to communicate ideas in a concise, unambiguous and rigorous way. 
 
Using mathematics enables us to model real-life situations and make connections and informed 
predictions. It equips us with the skills we need to interpret and analyse information, simplify and solve 
problems, assess risk and make informed decisions.  
 
Aims of the Course 

 Motivate and challenge learners by enabling them to select and apply mathematical techniques in 

a variety of mathematical and real-life situations. 

 Develop confidence in the subject and a positive attitude towards further study in mathematics 

 Develop skills in manipulation of abstract terms in order to solve problems and to generalise 

 Allow learners to interpret, communicate and manage information in mathematical form, skills 

which are vital to scientific and technological research and development 

 Develop the learner’s skills in using mathematical language and to explore mathematical ideas 

 Develop skills relevant to learning, life and work in an engaging and enjoyable way 

 
Information about typical learners who might do the Course 
Entry to this Course is at the discretion of the mathematics department. However, learners would 
normally be expected to have attained the skills and knowledge required by the following or by 
equivalent qualifications and/or experience: 
 

 National 4 Mathematics Course 

 National 5 Lifeskills Mathematics Course 

 
Progression from this Course 
This Course or its Units may provide progression to: 

 Higher Mathematics 
 
Course Structure 
The Course consists of three units plus an externally administered mathematics test 
 
Mathematics: Expressions and Formulae (National 5) 
The general aim of this Unit is to develop skills linked to mathematical expressions and formulae. These 
include the manipulation of abstract terms, the simplification of expressions and the evaluation of 
formulae. The Outcomes cover aspects of number, algebra, geometry and reasoning. 
 
Mathematics: Relationships (National 5) 
The general aim of this Unit is to develop skills linked to mathematical relationships. These include 
solving and manipulating equations, working with graphs and carrying out calculations on the lengths 
and angles of shaped. The Outcomes cover aspects of algebra, geometry, trigonometry and reasoning. 
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FACULTY OF MATHEMATICS AND NUMERACY, 
SOCIAL SUBJECTS AND DRAMA 
 
Mathematics: Applications (National 5) 
The general aim of this Unit is to develop skills linked to applications of mathematics. These include 
using trigonometry, geometry, number processes and statistics within real-life contexts. The Outcomes 
cover aspects of these skills and also skills in reasoning. 
 
Conditions of Award 
The external assessment will provide the basis for grading (from an A to a D). 
 
 



 

20 

 

 
 

FACULTY OF MATHEMATICS AND NUMERACY, 
SOCIAL SUBJECTS AND DRAMA 
 

GEOGRAPHY                     NATIONAL 4 / 5 
 
 
Why Study National 4 and 5 Geography 
We all need to know about the world we live in and how people make use of the environment and the 
difficulties it can give us. We also need to learn about the way the world is changing, and what people 
can do to look after the environment. Geography is a useful subject for many careers and is valuable in 
everyday life. You will develop a wide range of skills such as describing, explaining, problem solving and 
investigating.  

Entry to the Subject – Applies to S5 and S6  
All candidates with a UPS of less than 30 will complete National 5 Geography.  Those pupils with a UPS 
of less than 22 will complete National 4 Geography.  UPS scores are based on your S4 grades.  All 
option forms will be signed by the Principal Teacher Faculty. 

 

Entry to the Subject for S4 
Candidates will be expected to have achieved a strong result in their S3 Social Studies Course or 
equivalent.  All option forms will be signed by the Principal Teacher Faculty. 

 
Subject Outline 
There are three units of 40 hours each 
 

 Physical Environments – In this unit you will study glaciated uplands, upland limestone, coasts 

and rivers.  You will also learn about the conflicts and management issues associated with these 

landscapes. 

 Human Environments – In this unit you will study global population issues, towns and rural areas 

from both the developed and less developed countries. 

 Global Issues – Climate change, tourism, health, development, environmental hazards such as 

volcanoes, hurricanes and earthquakes. 

Assessment 
The three units are assessed by end of Unit assessments out of 20 marks each. The third Unit is 
assessed by a 25 mark question on one of the Environmental Interactions studied. In the external exam 
you will have a paper in two sections 
 

 Section A has two compulsory questions, one each on the first two Units 

 Section B has six questions, but you choose the two topics you studied in the Environmental 

Interactions section 

 

Homework 
You are expected to look over your work, finish off class work and practice past questions.  Normally 
you will have one piece of set homework a week. 
 
Core Skills 
The Core Skills of Problem Solving and Numeracy are covered at National 4 and 5 Levels. 

 
Progression 
You may want to go on to Higher in Geography, or another Social Subject.  Other related subjects you 
might consider are Animals, Land and Environment, Managing Environmental Resources, Construction 
or Hospitality and Tourism. 
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FACULTY OF MATHEMATICS AND NUMERACY, 
SOCIAL SUBJECTS AND DRAMA 
 

HISTORY                      NATIONAL 4 / 5 
 
 
Course Entry Requirements 
This course is designed for pupils in S5 who undertook a CfE History based course in S3. Your report 
will have recommended the Level of Study (National 4 or National 5). Pupils who achieved a National 4 
qualification in History in S4 are also eligible for National 5. 
 
Areas of study 
Three units of study are offered in the National 4 and 5 History course. Additionally, there is an 
externally assessed ‘Added Value’ Assignment, which accounts for a third of the overall grade. 
 
1. The Scottish Wars of Independence 

2014 marked the 700th Anniversary of the Battle of Bannockburn and the 
referendum on Scottish independence. So, to find out where it all started, we 
look at Scotland’s Wars of Independence (1286-1328). Find out all about 
William Wallace – was he really like the legend celebrated in “Braveheart”? 
Examine the rise to power and the achievements of Scotland’s most famous 
King – Robert Bruce. And of course find out what really happened at 
Bannockburn back in 1314. 

 
2.   The Atlantic Slave Trade (1700-1807) 

This topic will examine Britain and Scotland’s role in the notorious slave trade of 
the 18th century. With lots of different movies being made about slavery, what was 
in fact Britain’s part in this? Find out where the slaves came from, what it was like 
to be a slave and what were slaves used for. What part did Scotland play in this 
trade? You will also learn about the Abolition movement. This is a fascinating and 
contemporary topic which still causes controversy today. 

 
3. Russia, The Red Flag: Russia and Revolution 1881-1921 

Find out all about one of the major powers in World History – Russia. The topic 
starts in 1881 with an examination of Imperial Russia under the Tsars. It looks 
at the time of Tsar Nicholas II and the events that led to two revolutions 
against him and his family. It will look at the strange case of Gregory Rasputin 
and the events that led to the disappearance of the Russian Royal Family in 
1918. It will chart the rise of Lenin and the successful establishment of a 
communist system in Russia in 1917. 

 
An alternative topic of study here is ‘Free at Last’ – focussing on the African 
American struggle for Civil Rights in America, from the Jim Crow Laws to the Civil Rights 
movement of the 1960s. 
 
Career Implications 
Pupils who have opted for History have gone on to pursue a wide variety of careers including: Medicine, 
Law, Journalism, TV and Media, the Armed Forces, the Police, Teaching, Nursing, Archaeology, 
Accountancy, Sports Management and various other career paths. 
 
Progression Pathway 
If you achieve a good National 4 grade in S5 you can go on to try National 5 History in S6. If you 
achieve good National 5 grades in S4 or S5 you might consider taking Higher History in S5 or S6. 
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FACULTY OF MATHEMATICS AND NUMERACY, 
SOCIAL SUBJECTS AND DRAMA 
  

MODERN STUDIES                                      NATIONAL 4 / 5 
 
 

Course Entry Requirements 
The course is also open to those pupils in S5 with a National pass in any Social Subject. 
However, the course is also open to pupils who did not take  Social Subject in S4 – entry 
to the course, in this case, will be reviewed by the Principal Teacher.  If numbers permit, 
National 4 and National 5 Modern Studies will be taught separately. 
 

Areas of Study 
Three units of study are offered in the National 4 and 5 Modern Studies course. There is 
also an ‘Added Value’ Assignment, which is worth one third of the overall grade at National 5. The 
National 4 Added Value Assignment is internally assessed. 
 

1.   Scottish Politics  
Scotland is about to make the most important political decision in over 300 
years regarding its independence and there is no course better designed to find 
out all about this. Pupils will explore how the Scottish Parliament works and 
how it could work in an Independent Scotland. Pupils will also learn the ways in 
which political parties campaign to be elected and will even get a chance to 
design their own whole-school election campaign in an attempt to persuade 
other pupils to vote for their party through different methods such as leaflets, 
speeches, posters, twitter and debates. We will also examine voting behaviour 
to find out who votes for what political party, for example, we will investigate 
who women are more likely to vote for, who wealthier people normally vote for 
and so on.  A very interesting and compelling area of study!  

 

2.  Crime and Law in the UK 
This topic will examine the types of crime that take place in the UK and the 
reasons why these crimes take place. Find out if it takes a certain person to 
commit a crime or whether anyone can be driven to commit a crime depending on 
their circumstances. We will also look at how effective the police force and the 
legal system are, for example, does prison really stop people re-offending or 
should we have other methods of punishment? And what about tagging, is this the 
best way to keep the UK safe?  

 

3.   Africa 
 Find out all about the poorest and most conflict ridden place 

on the planet. We will explore the reasons why Africa is a 
developing nation by looking at civil wars, child soldiers, lack 
of water and healthcare, and the spread of disease among 
lots of other interesting things. We will also find out how 
successful charities and organisations such as Comic Relief, 
Save the Children, Unicef and Oxfam, are at helping to 
improve the lives of Africans.  

 
Career Implications 
Pupils who have opted for Modern Studies have gone on to pursue a wide variety of careers including: 
Journalism, Law, Politics, Psychology, Medicine, TV and Media, the Armed Forces, the Police, Social 
Care, Teaching, Nursing, Accountancy, Sports Management and various other career paths. 
 
Progression Pathway 
If you achieve a good National 4 grade in S4/5, you can go on and try National 5 Modern Studies in 
S5/6.  If you achieve a good National 5 grade in S4 or S5, you might consider taking Higher Modern 
Studies in S5 or S6. 
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FACULTY OF MATHEMATICS AND NUMERACY, 
SOCIAL SUBJECTS AND DRAMA 
 

DRAMA                    NATIONAL 3, 4 and 5 
 
 
Why Study National Drama Courses? 
The new National Drama Courses provide stimulating and exciting experiences for all pupils entering 
S4, S5 and S6. The course is designed around maximising opportunity for creativity, choice, enjoyment 
and success in a range of theatre production areas. 
 
Entry Requirements 
The National Drama Courses are available to all pupils who are committed to engaging fully with the 
subject. The majority of the present S3 pupils, who have been working through a rich and varied BGE 
Drama Course for the past two years, will be entered at National 5 level. Those who are not quite ready 
will be entered at National 4 but as the pupils will be working in mixed groups, there is an opportunity 
within each individual Unit to progress upwards to a higher level. 
 
Subject Outline 
 
The National Courses are made up of three very different but exciting units of study: 
 

 Drama Skills uses creative drama activities to respond to a variety of stimuli, including text, to 

devise, direct and perform in a piece of drama (internally assessed) 

 Production Skills involves the study and use of a range of theatre production skills such as 

acting, designing and directing as well as theatre areas of set design, lighting, sound, make-up, 

props and costume (internally assessed) 

 Production unit allows all pupils to work as a theatre company to stage a small-scale theatre 

production developed from a text or a devised piece of drama. Pupils can choose to specialise as 

an actor or as a member of the production team in their chosen production skill (externally 

examined) 

 
Assessment 
This subject is very practical. For all levels, the work is assessed and verified by a combination of 
internal and external assessment. A folio of work will be generated by the creative process involved in 
all three units and will be assessed by the teacher. A practical exam based on acting or a choice of 
theatre arts as well as written paper will be set and marked by the teacher at National 3 and 4 and by 
the SQA at National 5. 
 
Homework 
Homework is issued at regular and frequent intervals; it may take the form of, for example, a character 
information sheet, a detailed set design, an evaluation or learning lines. All homework assignments 
reinforce and support the work undertaken in class. 
 
Core Skills 
Problem Solving (Critical Thinking, Planning and Organising, Reviewing and Evaluating) and Working 
with Others.  Both these skills are crucial for life inside and outside school. 
 
Progression 
Successful completion of this subject would lead to the next level – whether this be National 5, Higher 
Drama or the new National Progression Awards. 
 
Theatre trips and workshops with outside creative partners are regularly organised for the academic 
stimulation and skill development of pupils. 
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FACULTY OF MATHEMATICS AND NUMERACY, 
SOCIAL SUBJECTS AND DRAMA 
 

RURAL SKILLS                 NATIONAL 4 
 
 
Why Study National 4 Rural Skills? 
This course is for pupils who enjoy practical work.  It is also good for those who like to get out and about 
and may be interested in working in rural industries. 
 
Entry Requirements 
None.  This is the starting point for pupils interested in this type of subject. 
 
Subject Outline 
The full course consists of five units.  They are taken in school and sometimes with the help of other 
partners such as local farms and gardens. 
 
Land Based Industries: 
The emphasis in this unit is on plant establishment and care.  Pupils have the opportunity to carry out 
research for a presentation. 
 
Employability Skills: 
This unit supports pupils in their study skills, behaviour, punctuality, courtesy and awareness of Health 
and Safety matters.  
 
Estate Maintenance: 
This unit introduces pupils to a variety of skills including Dry Stane Dyke repair, Fencing, Painting and 
Cement Mixing. 
 
Crop Production: 
Pupils will be involved in preparing a site for crop production and ensuring that the crop selected does 
well.  They will develop an understanding of the factors which can contribute to successful crop 
production. 
 
Soft Landscaping: 
Pupils assist in the preparation of a site for a project which could involve hedge planting, tree planting or 
bedding plant displays.  They will learn about the importance of appropriate spacing and the selection of 
fertilisers. 
 
Assessment 
All the units are internally assessed by teachers in the school. 
 
Homework 
As most of the work is practical, homework tasks are minimal, although revision will be required for some 
of the written tasks. 
 
Core Skills 
Problem Solving, Communication, ICT, Working with Others and Numeracy 
 
Progression 
This would be a useful qualification to take into the world of work or further study 
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BIOLOGY                                                                NATIONAL 4 
 
 

Why Study National 4 Biology? 
The Course will be of value to those wishing to develop skills, knowledge and understanding of biology.  It 
aims to develop scientific understanding of biological issues, with an emphasis on practical activities.  The 
Course is a broad and up-to-date selection of concepts and ideas relevant to the central position of life 
science within our society.  An experimental and investigative approach is used to develop knowledge and 
understanding of biology’s key areas. 

Entry Requirements 

 Learners may have attained the skills and knowledge required for entry as part of their Broad 

General Education in the Sciences in S1 – S3. 

 National 3 Biology Course or relevant component units. 

 There may also be progression from National 3 Chemistry, National 3 Environmental Science, 

National 3 Physics, or National 3 Science Courses. 
 

Subject Outline 
The Course develops skills in a biological context.  Learners will gain an understanding of biology, and 
develop this through a variety of approaches, including practical activities. 

The Course has four mandatory Units including the Added Value Unit.  The first three Units listed below 
are designed to provide progression to the corresponding Units at National 5.  The Units that make up the 
Course are: 
 

 Cell Biology 

 Multicellular Organisms 

 Life on Earth 

 Added Value Unit: Biology Assignment 
 

For further information please see a member of the Biology Department. 
 

Assessment 
At the end of each of these units they will be internally assessed on a pass/fail basis.  There is no external 
SQA examination. 
 

The Added Value Unit will address the key purposes and aims of the Course.  Learners will draw on and 
apply the skills and knowledge they have learned during the Course.  They will carry out an in-depth 
investigation on an unfamiliar context.  This will be assessed through an assignment. 
 

To achieve the National 4 Biology Course, learners must pass all of the required Units, including the 
Added Value Unit. 
 

Homework 
Regular revision of classwork is expected.  Additional homework activities are at the discretion of the class 
teacher. 
 

Core Skills 
Pupils are expected to demonstrate and apply knowledge of biology, to plan and evaluate experimental 
procedures, to process and present information, to draw valid conclusions and to be able to apply a variety 
of information handling skills. 
 

Progression 
Successful completion of this subject may lead to a National 5 in Biology or related areas.  It could also 
lead to a National 5 in Laboratory Science.  It may also be useful for further study, training or employment 
in areas such as health, animals, land and the environment, hairdressing and beauty, manufacturing 
industries and social care. 
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FACULTY OF SCIENCE 

 

BIOLOGY                            NATIONAL 5 
 
 
Why Study National 5 Biology? 
The Course will be of value to those wishing to develop skills, knowledge and understanding of biology.  It 
aims to develop scientific understanding of biological issues, with an emphasis on practical activities.  The 
Course is a broad and up-to-date selection of concepts and ideas relevant to the central position of life 
science within our society.  An experimental and investigative approach is used to develop knowledge and 
understanding of biology’s key areas.  

Entry Requirements 

 Learners may have attained the skills and knowledge required for entry as part of their Broad 

General Education in the Sciences in S1 – S3. 

 National 4 Biology Course or relevant component units. 

 There may also be progression from National 4 Chemistry, National 4 Environmental Science, 

National 4 Physics, or National 4 Science Courses. 

 
Subject Outline 
The Course develops skills in a biological context. Learners will gain an understanding of biology, and 
develop this through a variety of approaches, including practical activities.  The Units that make up the 
Course are: 

 Cell Biology 

 Multicellular Organisms 

 Life on Earth 

 
For further information please see a member of the Biology Department. 
 
Assessment 
To gain the award of the Course, the learner must cover all of the Units and pass the external Course 
Assessment.  Course Assessment will provide the basis for grading attainment in the Course award.  The 
Course Assessment will consist of two Components:  
 
Component 1 – SQA Exam (question paper) 
The purpose of the question paper is to assess breadth and depth of knowledge and understanding, 
scientific inquiry skills, analytical thinking skills and the impact of applications on society and the 
environment. 
 
The question paper will have 100 marks (25 marks will be multiple choice and 75 marks are extended 
response) out of a total of 125 marks.  This is 80% of the overall marks for the Course Assessment. 
 
Component 2 - Assignment 
The assignment requires pupils to apply skills, knowledge and understanding to investigate a relevant 
topic in biology and its effect on the environment and/or society.  The topic should draw on one or more of 
the key areas of the Course.  The assignment will have 20 marks (scaled up to 25 marks) out of a total of 
125 marks.  This is 20% of the overall marks for the Course Assessment. 
 
This assignment has two stages: 

 a research stage (conducted under some supervision and control) 

 a communication stage (conducted under a high degree of supervision and marked externally by 

SQA) 
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Homework 
Regular revision of classwork is expected.  Additional homework activities are at the discretion of the class 
teacher. 
 
Core Skills 
Pupils are expected to demonstrate and apply knowledge of biology, to plan and evaluate experimental 
procedures, to process and present information, to draw valid conclusions and to be able to apply a variety 
of information handling skills. 
 
 
Progression 
Successful completion of this subject may lead to a Higher in Biology, Human Biology or related areas.  It 
could also lead to a National 5 in Laboratory Science.  It may also be useful for further study, training or 
employment in areas such as health, animals, land and the environment, hairdressing and beauty, 
manufacturing industries and social care. 
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FACULTY OF SCIENCE 

 

CHEMISTRY                                               NATIONAL 4 
 
 

Why Study National 4 Chemistry? 
The purpose of the Course is to develop learners’ curiosity, interest and enthusiasm for chemistry in a 
range of contexts.  The key skills of scientific inquiry and investigation are developed throughout the 
Course.  The relevance of chemistry is highlighted by the study of the applications of chemistry in 
everyday situations.  This will enable learners to become scientifically literate citizens, able to review the 
science-based claims they will meet. 
 

Entry Requirements 

 Learners may have attained the skills and knowledge required for entry as part of their Broad 

General Education in the Sciences in S1 – S3. 

 National 3 Chemistry Course or relevant component units. 

 There may also be progression from National 3 Biology, National 3 Environmental Science, 

National 3 Physics, or National 3 Science Courses. 
 

Subject Outline 
The Course develops skills in a chemistry context.  Learners will gain an understanding of chemistry, and 
develop this through a variety of approaches, including practical activities. 

The Course has four mandatory Units including the Added Value Unit.  The first three Units listed below 
are designed to provide progression to the corresponding Units at National 5.  The Units that make up the 
course are: 
 

 Chemical Changes and Structure 

 Nature’s Chemistry 

 Chemistry in Society 

 Added Value Unit: Chemistry Assignment 
 

For further information please see a member of the Chemistry Department. 
 

Assessment 
At the end of each of these units they will be internally assessed on a pass/fail basis.  There is no external 
SQA examination. 
 

The Added Value Unit will address the key purposes and aims of the Course.  Learners will draw on and 
apply the skills and knowledge they have learned during the Course.  They will carry out an in-depth 
investigation on an unfamiliar context.  This will be assessed through an assignment. 
 

To achieve the National 4 Chemistry Course, learners must pass all of the required Units, including the 
Added Value Unit.  
 

Homework 
Regular revision of classwork is expected.  Additional homework activities are at the discretion of the class 
teacher. 
 

Core Skills 
Pupils are expected to demonstrate and apply knowledge of chemistry, to plan and evaluate experimental 
procedures, to process and present information, to draw valid conclusions and to be able to apply a variety 
of information handling skills. 
 

Progression 
Successful completion of this subject may lead to a National 5 in Chemistry or related areas.  It could also 
lead to a National 5 in Laboratory Science.  It may also be useful for further study, training or employment 
in areas such as manufacturing industries.  Chemistry research and development is essential for the 
introduction of new products.  The chemical industry is a major contributor to the economy of the country. 
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CHEMISTRY                    NATIONAL 5 
 
 
Why Study National 5 Chemistry? 
The purpose of the Course is to develop learners’ curiosity, interest, and enthusiasm for chemistry in a 
range of contexts.  The key skills of scientific inquiry and investigation are developed throughout the 
Course.  The relevance of chemistry is highlighted by the study of applications of chemistry in everyday 
situations.  This will enable learners to become scientifically literate citizens, able to review the science-
based claims they will meet.  
 
Entry Requirements 

 Learners may have attained the skills and knowledge required for entry as part of their Broad 

General Education in the Sciences in S1 – S3. 

 National 4 Chemistry Course or relevant component units. 

 There may also be progression from National 4 Biology, National 4 Environmental Science, 

National 4 Physics, or National 4 Science Courses. 

 
Subject Outline 
The Course develops skills in a chemistry context.  Learners will gain an understanding of chemistry, and 
develop this through a variety of approaches, including practical activities.  The Units that make up the 
Course are: 

 Chemical Changes and Structure 

 Nature’s Chemistry 

 Chemistry in Society 

 
For further information please see a member of the Chemistry Department 
 
Assessment 
To gain the award of the Course, the learner must cover all of the Units and pass the external Course 
Assessment.  The Course Assessment is graded A–D.  The Course Assessment will consist of two 
Components:  
 
Component 1 – SQA Exam (question paper) 
The purpose of the question paper is to assess breadth and depth of knowledge and understanding, 
scientific inquiry skills, analytical thinking skills and the impact of applications on society and the 
environment. 
 
The question paper will have 100 marks (25 marks will be multiple choice and 75 marks are extended 
response) out of a total of 125 marks.  This is 80% of the overall marks for the Course assessment. 
 
Component 2 - Assignment 
The assignment requires pupils to apply skills, knowledge and understanding to investigate a relevant 
topic in chemistry and its effect on the environment and/or society.  The topic should draw on one or more 
of the key areas of the Course.  The assignment will have 20 marks (scaled up to 25 marks) out of a total 
of 125 marks.  This is 20% of the overall marks for the Course Assessment.  
 
This assignment has two stages: 

 A research stage (conducted under some supervision and control) 

 A communication stage (conducted under a high degree of supervision and marked externally by 

SQA) 
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Homework 
Regular revision of classwork is expected.  Additional homework activities are at the discretion of the class 
teacher. 

Core Skills 
Pupils are expected to demonstrate and apply knowledge of chemistry, to plan and evaluate experimental 
procedures, to process and present information, to draw valid conclusions and to be able to apply a variety 
of information handling skills. 
 
Progression 
Successful completion of this subject may lead to a Higher in Chemistry or related areas.  It could also 
lead to a National 5 in Laboratory Science.  It may also be useful for further study, training or employment 
in areas such as such as manufacturing industries.  Chemistry research and development is essential for 
the introduction of new products.  The chemical industry is a major contributor to the economy of the 
country. 
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PHYSICS                                                    NATIONAL 4 
 
 

Why Study National 4 Physics? 
Through learning in physics, learners develop their interest in and understanding of the world.  They 
engage in a wide range of investigative tasks, which allows them to develop important skills to become 
creative, inventive and enterprising, in a world where the skills and knowledge developed by physics are 
needed across all sectors of society. 
 

Entry Requirements 

 Learners may have attained the skills and knowledge required for entry as part of their Broad 

General Education in the Sciences in S1 – S3. 

 National 3 Physics Course or relevant component units. 

 There may also be progression from National 3 Biology, National 3 Environmental Science, 

National 3 Physics, or National 3 Science Courses. 
 

Subject Outline 
The Course develops skills in a physics context.  Learners will gain an understanding of physics, and 
develop this through a variety of approaches, including practical activities. 
 
The Course has four mandatory Units including the Added Value Unit.  The first three Units listed below 
are designed to provide progression to the corresponding Units at National 5.  The Units that make up the 
course are: 
 

 Electricity and Energy 

 Waves and Radiation 

 Dynamics and Space 

 Added Value Unit: Physics Assignment 
 

For further information please see a member of the Physics Department 
 

Assessment 
At the end of each of these units they will be internally assessed on a pass/fail basis.  There is no external 
SQA examination. 
 

The Added Value Unit will address the key purposes and aims of the Course.  Learners will draw on and 
apply the skills and knowledge they have learned during the Course.  They will carry out an in-depth 
investigation on an unfamiliar context.  This will be assessed through an assignment. 
 

To achieve the National 4 Physics Course, learners must pass all of the required Units, including the 
Added Value Unit.  
 

Homework 
Regular revision of classwork is expected.  Additional homework activities are at the discretion of the class 
teacher. 
 

Core Skills 
Pupils are expected to demonstrate and apply knowledge of physics, to plan and evaluate experimental 
procedures, to process and present information, to draw valid conclusions and to be able to apply a variety 
of information handling skills. 
 

Progression 
Successful completion of this subject may lead to a National 5 in Physics or related areas.  It could also 
lead to a National 5 Laboratory Science.  It may also be useful for further study, training or employment.  
Advances in physics mean that our view of what is possible is continually being updated.  Physics is 
crucial in the research and development of modern technology.  
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PHYSICS                    NATIONAL 5 
 
 
Why Study National 5 Physics? 
Through learning in physics, learners develop their interest in and understanding of the world.  They 
engage in a wide range of investigative tasks, which allows them to develop important skills to become 
creative, inventive and enterprising, in a world where the skills and knowledge developed by physics are 
needed across all sectors of society. 
 
Entry Requirements 

 Learners may have attained the skills and knowledge required for entry as part of their Broad 

General Education in the Sciences in S1 – S3. 

 National 4 Physics Course or relevant component units. 

 There may also be progression from National 4 Biology, National 4 Environmental Science, National 

4 Chemistry, or National 4 Science Courses. 

 
Subject Outline 
The Course develops skills in a physics context. Learners will gain an understanding of physics, and 
develop this through a variety of approaches, including practical activities. The topics that make up the 
course are: 

 Dynamics 

 Space 

 Electricity 

 Properties of Matter 

 Waves 

 Radiation 

 
For further information please see a member of the Physics Department. 
 
Assessment 
To gain the award of the Course, the learner must cover all of the Units and pass the external Course 
Assessment.  The Course assessment is graded A–D.  The Course Assessment will consist of two 
Components:  
 
Component 1 – SQA Exam (question paper) 
The purpose of the question paper is to assess breadth and depth of knowledge and understanding, 
scientific inquiry skills, analytical thinking skills and the impact of applications on society and the 
environment. 
 
The question paper will have 135 marks (scaled down to 100 marks) (25 marks will be multiple choice and 
110 marks (scaled down to 75 marks) are extended response) out of a total of 125 marks.  This is 80% of 
the overall marks for the Course assessment. 
 
Component 2 - Assignment 
The assignment requires pupils to apply skills, knowledge and understanding to investigate a relevant 
topic in physics and its effect on the environment and/or society.  The topic should draw on one or more of 
the key areas of the Course.  The assignment will have 20 marks (scaled up to 25 marks) out of a total of 
125 marks.  This is 20% of the overall marks for the Course Assessment. 
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This assignment has two stages: 

 A research stage (conducted under some supervision and control) 

 A communication stage (conducted under a high degree of supervision and marked externally by 

SQA) 

 
Homework 
Regular revision of classwork is expected.  Additional homework activities are at the discretion of the class 
teacher. 
 
Core Skills 
Pupils are expected to demonstrate and apply knowledge of physics, to plan and evaluate experimental 
procedures, to process and present information, to draw valid conclusions and to be able to apply a variety 
of information handling skills. 
 
Progression 
Successful completion of this subject may lead to a Higher in Physics or related areas.  It could also lead 
to a National 5 in Laboratory Science.  It may also be useful for further study, training or employment.  
Advances in physics mean that our view of what is possible is continually being updated.  Physics is 
crucial in the research and development of modern technology. 
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SCIENCE                              NATIONAL 4 
 
 

Why Study National 4 Science? 
Science is vital to everyday life and allows us to understand and shape the world in which we live and 
influence its future.  Scientists play a key role in meeting society’s needs in areas such as medicine, 
energy, industry, material development, the environment and sustainability.  It is important that everyone 
has an informed view of science. 
 

Entry Requirements 

 Learners should have attained the skills and knowledge required for entry as part of their Broad 

General Education in the Sciences in S1 – S3. 

 National 3 Science Course. 

 There may also be progression from National 3 Biology, National 3 Chemistry, National 3 

Environmental Science, or National 3 Physics Courses. 
 

Subject Outline 
The Course develops skills in a science context.  Learners will gain an understanding of science, and 
develop this through a variety of approaches, including practical activities.  The course is suitable for those 
wishing to study science for the first time. 

The Course has four mandatory Units including the Added Value Unit.  The first three Units listed below 
are designed to provide progression to the corresponding Units at National 5.  The Units that make up the 
course are: 
 

 Fragile Earth 

 Human Health 

 Applications of Science 

 Added Value Unit: Science Assignment 
 

For further information please see a member of the Science Faculty. 
 

Assessment 
At the end of each of these units they will be internally assessed on a pass/fail basis.  There is no external 
SQA examination. 
 

The Added Value Unit will address the key purposes and aims of the Course.  Learners will draw on and 
apply the skills and knowledge they have learned during the Course.  They will carry out an in-depth 
investigation on an unfamiliar context.  This will be assessed through an assignment. 
 

To achieve the National 4 Science Course, learners must pass all of the required Units, including the 
Added Value Unit. 
 

Homework 
Regular revision of classwork is expected.  Additional homework activities are at the discretion of the class 
teacher. 
 

Core Skills 
Pupils are expected to demonstrate and apply knowledge of science, to plan and evaluate experimental 
procedures, to process and present information, to draw valid conclusions and to be able to apply a variety 
of information handling skills. 
 

Progression 
Successful completion of this subject may lead to a National 4 or 5 in Biology/Chemistry/Physics or related 
areas.  It could also lead to a National 5 in Laboratory Science.  It may also be useful for further study, 
training or employment. 
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SKILLS FOR WORK: LABORATORY SCIENCE                  NATIONAL 5  
 
 
Why Study National 5 Laboratory Science? 
The Laboratory Science course provides a broad, practical introduction to laboratory science.  Candidates 
will explore a variety of industries and services, and career opportunities, in science laboratories locally, 
nationally, and globally. 
 
They will develop the basic practical skills and knowledge needed for working in a laboratory: measuring, 
weighing and preparing compounds and solutions and health and safety requirements.  Practical skills in 
microbiology, measuring radioactivity, chemical handling and laboratory instrumentation will be developed. 
 
The course emphasises the employability skills and attitudes valued by employers which will help to 
prepare candidates for the workplace.  Candidates will review their own employability skills, and will seek 
feedback from others on their strengths and weaknesses. 
 
Entry Requirements 

 National 4 Science course 

 There may also be progression from National 4/5 Biology, National 4/5 Chemistry, or National 4/5 

Physics courses. 

 Some pupils who have achieved a Higher in Biology/Chemistry/Physics may want to consider it as a 

more vocational and skills based option. 

 
Subject Outline 
The National 5 Laboratory Science course is designed to introduce candidates to the knowledge and skills 
which are required for employment/further study in the wide range of industries and services using 
laboratory science, and to develop an awareness of the opportunities and range of employment within the 
sector.  The course has four mandatory 40 hour Units.  The Units that make up the course are:- 
 

 Careers using Laboratory Science 

 Working in a Laboratory 

 Practical Skills 

 Practical Investigation 

 
For further information please see a member of the Science Faculty. 
 
Assessment 
To achieve the course award, candidates must successfully achieve all the Units which make up the 
course.  Assessment of the course is through a range of methods including candidate folio of written 
and/or oral evidence, practical activities supported by assessor observation checklists as well as self-
evaluation.  Assessments may include performance, written and/or oral evidence. 
 
Homework 
Homework activities are at the discretion of the class teacher. 

 
Core Skills 
Pupils are expected to demonstrate and develop core skills such as communication, numeracy, 
information and communication technology, problem solving and working with others.  The course will also 
build skills and attitudes for employability including self-employment. 
 
Progression 
Successful completion of this subject may lead to a National 4 or 5 in Biology/Chemistry/Physics, or 
related areas.  It may also be useful for further study, training or employment. 
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ART AND DESIGN                   NATIONAL 3, 4 and 5 
 
 
Why Study National Level Art and Design? 
The Creative Industries are one of the leading employment sectors in the UK.  National Government 
Statistics show that for every £10 in the GDP - £1 is accountable to the Creative Industries!  In the UK, 
the sector is generally regarded as being made up of 13 distinct industries – advertising, architecture, art 
and antiques, crafts, design, fashion, film, interactive leisure software, music, performing arts, publishing, 
software and computer services, and TV and Radio. 
 
And, according to the Government, Scotland has continued to show growth in this sector since 2006 
when figures returned a turnover of £5.1 billion.  More and more business models and university courses 
are recognising the importance of creativity and its vital role in our economy, in the development and 
production of intellectual property and in our health and wellbeing.  Art and Design forms the foundation 
of many of the industries.   
 
To succeed in Art and Design you have to be a determined individual and willing to take creative 

risks.  You should be confident in your abilities to communicate and problem solve.  It allows you 

to develop these abilities by producing artwork which requires thought, imagination and 

confidence in your own particular skillset and talent.  This subject is designed to give you the 

opportunity to express yourself and work creatively with a variety of materials in a satisfying and 

enjoyable way.   

 

Entry Requirements 
To study Art and Design at National Level you do not need previous qualifications.  However, you should 
be enthusiastic and want to do your best.  You must be prepared to put effort into doing artwork that you 
are pleased with. You will be expected to follow your teacher’s advice and instructions in order to help 
you to achieve your potential. 
 
Subject Outline 
Each level requires you to complete two areas:  
 

Expressive Folio – you develop and produce a fully resolved idea which has a painting or 

sculpture as an outcome.  Typical examples are portraits, still-life and landscapes.  

 

Design Folio – you develop and produce a project which has a designed concept as an outcome. 

Typical examples are graphics, millinery and costume. 

 
Assessment 
The Expressive and the Design Units are monitored by your teacher to check ongoing progress for folio 
development.  To achieve a Course award you also require: 
 
National 3 / National 4 - The Added Value Unit which consists of a final Expressive artwork and a final 
Design prototype.  These are assessed Pass/Fail by your teacher.  
 
National 5 - A final Expressive artwork (100 marks), a final Design prototype (100 marks) and sit a 
written exam which is worth 50 marks.  These are all externally assessed and graded by SQA. 
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Homework 
There are a variety of tasks that you will complete as homework.  These themes depend on what you 
have chosen to do for your projects and can include: using the internet to find out about an artist or 
designer; writing essays; collecting images from magazines to be used as inspiration for your artwork; 
drawing as research and preparation.  In addition, pupils are expected to work in additional supported 
study/studio time to finish work as often class time does not allow for the level of mastery required to 
attain a high grade pass.  
 
Core Skills 
Drawing and painting; computer literacy; problem solving; critical thinking; planning and organising; 
reviewing and evaluating.  Art and Design allows you to be imaginative in finding creative ways of 
presenting your ideas and finding out more about aspects of the work you are doing in class.  Research 
and reading will be a part of the course.  
 
Progression 
If you complete this subject successfully you can opt to move up to the next National level or go on to 
Higher. 
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ADMINISTRATION & IT             NATIONAL 4 
 
 
Why Study National 4 Administration & IT? 
This subject is for pupils who want to develop a range of both generic and subject-specific skills, 
including the ability to use IT applications and technology effectively.  Pupils will also develop the skills, 
qualities and attributes to organise and support small-scale events. 
 
Entry Requirements 
None - this is the initial starting point for pupils studying Administration & IT. 
 
Subject Outline 
The subject consists of four units: 
 
IT Solutions for Administrators: 
This unit develops pupils’ basic skills in IT.  They will be required to create, organise and process 
information in administration related contexts. Pupils will use the functions of the following IT 
applications:  
 

 Spreadsheets (MS Excel)  

 Databases (MS Access) 

 Word processing (MS Word) 

 
Communication in Administration 
In this unit pupils will use IT for gathering and sharing information with others in familiar administration 
related contexts.  Pupils will develop an understanding of the appropriate methods for gathering 
information and of how to communicate information, making use of appropriate electronic methods.  
Pupils will use the functions of the following IT applications: 
 

 Presentation (MS PowerPoint) 

 Desk Top Publishing (MS Publisher) 

 Email and Electronic Diary (MS Outlook) 

 The Internet 

 
Administrative Practices 
The aim of this unit is to provide pupils with a basic appreciation of administration in the workplace and 
to enable them to carry out a range of straightforward administrative tasks in the context of organising 
and supporting small-scale events. 
 
Added Value Unit - Administration & IT Assignment 
Pupils who complete this unit will be able to organise and support a small-scale event to a given brief, 
making use of current or emerging equivalent technologies. 
 
Assessment 
All four units are internally assessed.  To achieve the National 4 Administration & IT course, pupils must 
pass all units.  
 
Homework 
Homework tasks are completed for each outcome within the units. 
 
Progression 
Pupils may consider progressing to National 5 Administration & IT or another subject within the Faculty.    
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ADMINISTRATION & IT                          NATIONAL 5 
 
 
Why Study National 5 Administration & IT? 
This course is designed for those who are interested in the practical uses of IT and want to develop their 
administrative and IT skills further.  Administrative and IT skills have extensive application not only in 
employment but also in other walks of life. 
 
Entry Requirements 
National 4 Administration & IT 
Depending on ability, pupils may begin their study of Administration at this level. 
 
Subject Outline 
This subject consists of three units: 
  
IT Solutions for Administrators 
The aim of this unit is to develop pupils’ skills in IT and organising and managing information.  Pupils will 
interpret a given brief that will help them to develop problem solving skills.  They will select appropriate 
IT applications, word processing (MS Word), spreadsheets (MS Excel) and databases (MS Access), and 
use advanced functions to create and edit business documents. 
 
Communicating in Administration 
Pupils will use IT for gathering and sharing information whilst developing an understanding of what 
constitutes reliable sources of information.  They will also develop skills to communicate information, 
using electronic methods, to a professional standard.  The software included in this unit includes 
presentation (MS PowerPoint), desk top publishing (MS Publisher), e-mail and electronic diary (MS 
Outlook) and the Internet.  
 
Administrative Practices 
The aim of this unit is to give pupils a broad introduction to administration in the workplace and to enable 
them to carry out a range of administrative tasks in the context of organising and supporting events. 
 
Assessment 
All three units of this subject are internally assessed.  To gain the award of the course, pupils must cover 
all of the units and pass the external course assessment.  The course assessment will provide the basis 
for grading attainment in the course award. 
 
Pupils must complete the entire closed book course assessment under supervised conditions over a 
period not exceeding four hours.  The course assessment will be externally assessed. 
 
Homework 
Homework tasks are completed for each outcome within the units. 
 
Progression 
Pupils may consider progressing to the Higher Administration & IT or another subject within the Faculty.   
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COMPUTER GAMES DEVELOPMENT     NATIONAL 4 / NATIONAL 5  
                  / NATIONAL 6 (HIGHER) 

 

Computer Games Development is offered as a National Progression Award (NPA) at Levels 4, 5 and 6 
(Higher).  
 

Why Study Computer Games Development: Digital Gaming Design 
Computer gaming is a rapidly growing industry.  Scotland is a global leader and offers jobs in games 
design, animations, audio and programming. 
 

Learning how to develop computer games offers pupils opportunities to develop their skills within a 
creative and work-related context, allowing them to see the links between the classroom and the world of 
work. 
 

This award is designed to enable candidates to: 
 

 Investigate the gaming industry/genres/hardware/trends and emerging technologies 

 Gain an understanding of the stages involved in digital game planning and design 

 Gain the knowledge and the skills required to create media assets and computer games 

 Work with others to test a game and give constructive feedback 

 Collaborate with others in an enterprise activity to promote/market a game 
 

Entry Requirements 
There are no requirements for Level 4 - this is the initial starting point for the subject.  Pupils wishing to 
take the Level 5 or 6 courses should have achieved the previous level in this or similar subjects. 
 

Subject Outline 
As part of the Computer Games Development subject, pupils undertake the following units: 
 

Computer Games – Design 
Pupils investigate and compare differences between gaming platforms, environments and genres to gain 
an understanding of computer game planning and design.  Pupils will plan and design a computer game. 
 

Computer Games – Media Assets 
Pupils will gain an understanding of the different types of media assets (characters, sound effects, level 
designs etc.) required for developing a computer game.  Pupils will identify legal methods of acquiring 
media assets and learn how to plan and produce their own use within computer game. 
 

Computer Games – Development 
Pupils will learn how to use a game development environment to assemble and produce a working 
computer game.  Pupils will gain an understanding of the testing, evaluation and review process.  Pupils 
will learn how to effectively promote a computer game. 
 

Assessment 
Pupils produce a folio of work for assessments demonstrating their progression in the subject. Central to 
this is their working computer game accompanied by evidence of their planning and design.  This folio 
must meet the assessment criteria for that particular level to successfully gain the award.  There are no 
external or final examinations for this subject. 
 

Progression 
Pupils may progress to Level 5 (National 5 equivalent) or Level 6 (Higher equivalent).  Pupils may also 
consider progression to other Technology subjects – Information Systems, Administration, Business 
Management, Product Design or Graphic Communications. 
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COMPUTING SCIENCE                               NATIONAL 4 
 
 
What will I do in National 4 Computing Science? 
The course develops knowledge and understanding of key facts and ideas in computing science, 
enabling pupils to apply skills and knowledge in analysis, design, implementation and testing to a range 
of digital solutions.  Pupils communicate computing concepts clearly and concisely using appropriate 
terminology, and develop an understanding of the impact of computing science in changing and 
influencing our environment and society. 
 
Entry Requirements 
None, this is the initial starting point for pupils studying Computing Science. 
 
Subject Outline 
The subject consists of three units. 
 
Software Design & Development:  Pupils will develop programming skills by implementing practical 
solutions and explaining how these programs work.  
 
Information Systems Design & Development:  Pupils will develop practical problem-solving skills 
related to the design and development of information systems through a range of practical and 
investigative tasks.  
 
Added Value Unit - Computing Science Assignment:  Pupils who complete this unit will be able to 
develop a digital solution which will draw on and apply skills and knowledge of software and information 
system design and development. 
 
Assessment 
All three units are internally assessed.  To achieve the National 4 Computing Science course, pupils 
must pass all of the required units. 
 
Homework 
Written homework will be issued for each outcome within the units.  
 
Progression 
You may consider progressing to National 5 Computing Science or another subject within the Faculty. 
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COMPUTING SCIENCE                         NATIONAL 5 
 
 
What will I do in National 5 Computing Science? 
The course develops knowledge and understanding of key concepts and processes in computing 
science, enabling pupils to apply skills and knowledge in analysis, design, implementation and 
evaluation to a range of digital solutions.  Pupils communicate computing concepts and explain 
computational behavior clearly and concisely using appropriate terminology, and develop an 
understanding of the role and impact of computing science in changing and influencing our environment 
and society. 
 
Entry Requirements 
National 4 Computing Science 
 
Subject Outline 
The subject consists of two units. 
 
Software Design & Development:  Pupils will be able to explain how programs work, drawing on 
understanding of concepts in software development and basic computer architecture.  They will develop 
short programs using one or more software development environments and be able to produce a short 
detailed report comparing two contemporary software development languages or environments. 
 
Information Systems Design & Development:  Pupils will learn to develop information systems, using 
appropriate development tools and consider the factors involved in the design and implementation of an 
information system. 
 
Assessment 
Both units are internally assessed.  To gain the award of the course, pupils must pass both units as well 
as the course assessment.  The course assessment will provide the basis for grading attainment in the 
course award. 
 
The course assessment will consist of two components: a practical assignment (40%) and a question 
paper (60%).  The practical assignment is set by the SQA and completed in class under controlled 
conditions. 
 
Homework 
Homework is issued for all sections in each unit.  
 
Progression 
You may consider progressing to Higher Computing Science or another National 5 subject within the 
Faculty. 
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DESIGN AND MANUFACTURE                     NATIONAL 4 / 5 
 
 
Why Study National 4 and 5 Design and Manufacture? 
The pace of change in industry and society is constantly increasing due to the impact of new materials, 
processes and technologies.  This course provides a broad practical introduction to design, and 
materials and manufacturing processes.  It provides opportunities for learners to gain skills in designing 
and in communicating design proposals.  It allows learners to explore the properties and uses of 
materials and to make models and prototypes of products. 
 
Entry Requirements 
None - these are the initial starting points for pupils studying Design and Manufacture. 
 
Subject Outline 
The course consists of three units. 
 

 Design Unit: 
This unit covers the product design process from brief to resolved design proposals.  It helps 
learners develop skills in initiating, developing, articulating and communicating simple design 
proposals. 

 

 Materials and Manufacturing Unit: 
This unit covers the product design process from design proposals to prototype.  It allows learners 
to manufacturing their design ideas and to develop practical skills that are invaluable in the design 
and make process.  

 

 Manufacturing Products: 
This unit covers materials and processes used in commercial manufacturing 

 
Added Value Unit 
Pupils will draw on their range of design knowledge and skills, knowledge of materials and 
manufacturing and apply their practical skills, in order to produce an effective overall response to a brief.  
The brief will relate to a straightforward product design scenario.  The response will include a folio and a 
manufactured product. 
 
Final Assignment Unit (N4) 
The course assessment consists of two components: an assignment and a question paper.  The 
assignment gives pupils an opportunity to demonstrate their Design Skills and their Practical Skills to 
produce a design folio and a manufactured prototype. 
 
The question paper will assess the learner’s ability to retain and integrate knowledge and understanding 
from across the course. 
 
Homework 
Homework is issued to cover aspects of knowledge and understanding and research tasks. 
 
Progression 

 Progression route is National 4, National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher Design and Manufacture 

 Further and Higher Education subjects in Engineering, Construction and Manufacturing. 
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ENGINEERING SCIENCE                     NATIONAL 4 / 5 
 
 
Why Study Engineering Science? 
Engineering is vital to everyday life; it shapes the world in which we live and its future.  Engineers play 
key roles in meeting the needs of society in fields which include climate change, medicine, IT and 
transport.  
  
Our society needs more engineers, and more young people with an informed view of engineering.  The 
Course provides a broad introduction to engineering.  Because of its focus on developing transferable 
skills, it will be of value to many learners, and particularly beneficial to learners considering a career in 
engineering, or one of its many branches. 
 
Entry Requirements 

 Level 4 and 5 are the initial entry points for the course 

 Recommended level should be discussed with the Principal Teacher Faculty 

 
Subject Outline 
The subject consists of three units.  Pupils will undertake learning in the following areas; 
 
Engineering Contexts and Challenges 
Learners are introduced to engineering concepts by exploring a range of engineered objects, and 
straightforward engineering problems and solutions.  This Unit also allows the learner to explore some 
existing and emerging technologies and challenges, and to consider implications relating to the 
environment, sustainable development, and, economic and social issues.  
 
Electronics and Control 
This Unit explores a range of key concepts and devices used in analogue and digital electronic control 
systems.  Skills in problem solving are developed through simulation, practical projects and investigative 
tasks in a range of contexts.  
 
Mechanisms and Structures 
This Unit develops a basic understanding of simple mechanisms and structures.  Skills in problem 
solving are developed through simulation, practical projects and investigative tasks in a range of 
contexts. 
 
Assessment 
The subject is assessed by a combination of internal assessment, a course assignment and an external 
exam, set and marked by the SQA. 
 
Homework 
Homework is regularly issued to cover aspects of knowledge and understanding. 
 
Progression 
Pupils may progress to National 5, Higher or Advanced Higher.  Pupils may also consider progression to 
other Technology subjects – Information Systems, Administration, Business Management, Product 
Design or Graphic Communication. 
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PRACTICAL WOODWORKING                                NATIONAL 4 
 
  
Why Study National 4 Practical Woodworking? 
The course is aimed at pupils who have an interest in practical work.  The course will enhance the skills 
of pupils who are considering a career in the Construction Industry.  It will also give pupils an opportunity 
to experience the enjoyment of making things with their own hands. 
 
Entry Requirements 
None 
 
Subject Outline 
The course consists of three Mandatory Units and an Added Value Unit: 
 

 Practical Woodworking: Flat-frame Construction  
This Unit helps pupils develop skills in the use of woodworking tools and in the preparation and 
production of basic flat-frame woodworking joints and assemblies.  Pupils will learn to read and 
follow simple woodworking drawings or diagrams. 

 

 Practical Woodworking: Carcase Construction  
This Unit helps pupils develop skills in the preparation and production of basic woodworking joints 
and assemblies suitable for use in carcase construction.  This may include working with 
manufactured board or with frames and panels.  The Unit includes the use of simple working 
drawings or diagrams. 

 

 Practical Woodworking: Machining and Finishing  
This Unit helps pupils develop skills in using common machine and power tools.  It also helps 
pupils develop skills in a variety of simple woodworking surface preparations and finishing 
techniques. 

 
Added Value Unit: Making a Finished Product from Wood 
This Unit requires pupils to draw on and extend their range of practical woodworking experiences and 
skills in order to produce an effective overall response to the task.  The practical activity will be 
sufficiently open and flexible to allow for personalisation and choice. 
 
Assessment 
To achieve the National 4 Practical Woodworking Course, pupils must pass all of the required Units, 
including the Added Value Unit. 
 
Homework 
None 
 
Progression 

 National 5 Practical Woodworking 

 Employment in the Construction industry. 
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PRACTICAL WOODWORKING               NATIONAL 5 
 
 
Why Study National 5 Practical Woodworking? 
The course is aimed at pupils who have an interest in practical work.  The course will enhance the skills 
of pupils who are considering a career in the Construction Industry.  It will also give pupils an opportunity 
to experience the enjoyment of making things with their own hands. 
  
Entry Requirements 
None 
 
Subject Outline 
The course consists of three Mandatory Units, and a Course assessment: 
 

 Practical Woodworking: Flat-frame Construction  
This Unit helps pupils develop skills in the use of woodworking tools and in making woodworking 
joints and assemblies commonly used in flat-frame joinery.  Tasks will involve some complex 
features.  Pupils will also be able to read and use drawings and diagrams depicting both familiar 
and unfamiliar woodwork tasks. 

 

 Practical Woodworking: Carcase Construction  
This Unit helps pupils develop skills in making woodworking joints and assemblies commonly used 
in carcase construction.  Tasks will involve some complex features and may include working with 
manufactured board or with frames and panels.  The Unit includes the use of working drawings or 
diagrams, including unfamiliar contexts that require some interpretation on the part of the pupil. 

 

 Practical Woodworking: Machining and Finishing  
This Unit helps pupils develop skills in using common machine and power tools.  It also helps 
pupils develop skills in a variety of woodworking surface preparations and finishing techniques. 

 

 Course Assessment: Practical Activity 
The purpose of the practical activity is to allow pupils to demonstrate the application of skills and 
knowledge that they have developed during the Course to produce a finished product to a given 
standard in wood.  The product should be made and finished with the assistance of hand and 
power tools.  Pupils will be required to provide evidence of using skills in flat-frame woodworking, 
carcase construction and wood-turning in the manufacture of the product. 

 
The practical activity will comprise 100% of total marks, and will be carried out under workshop 
conditions.  The task will be sufficiently open and flexible to allow for personalisation and choice, 
and will allow pupils to demonstrate practical creativity. 
 

Assessment 
To achieve the National 5 Practical Woodworking Course, pupils must pass all of the Units as well as the 
Course Assessment.  Course Assessment will provide the basis for grading attainment in the Course 
award.  The Course Assessment is graded A – D, and is determined from the basis of the total mark for 
the practical activity. 
 
Homework 
None 
 
Progression 
Employment in the Construction industry. 
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