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booklet and design 

your own Easter egg. 

Cut the page off and 

give it to the school 

office for Mrs Dillon to 

judge for the chance to 

win a luxury chocolate 

Easter egg! 
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I am delighted to introduce this edition of our Academy Focus, the first for 

2020. I do hope you enjoy reading it. Our Team has worked very hard to capture 

the life and work of the school in the lead up to Christmas and the start of this 

very busy term.  

 

There have been lots of successes in the last 3 months of school and I am very 

proud of the way our pupils have represented the school. Their efforts are 

greatly appreciated, whether they are raising money for charity or working hard 

to improve their learning and attainment.  

 

Not all achievements can be shared and, indeed, some pupils may not want to 

share them. This may be because they are modest or simply because they are 

unaware of why they are successful. At Dumfries Academy, any young person 

can achieve success. We value kindness, courtesy, respect, participation, 

compassion, resilience and a host of other attributes. These may be difficult to 

quantify or record but we like to think that our staff and, indeed, our pupils 

recognise and value others for being good citizens.  

 

We are very pleased that there is some progress being made with regard to 

Phase 2 of Dumfries Learning Town. We are optimistic that this will result in 

phased refurbishment for Dumfries Academy. As soon as we have information 

about funding and timescales we will share this with you. We have a great 

building, full of history and tradition, but our pupils are also entitled to the best 

possible facilities and resources to ensure they are equipped for learning in the 

21st Century.   

 

I hope that you enjoy reading this edition and that it gives you a flavour of how 

well our pupils and staff work together to make Dumfries Academy a great 

place to learn.  
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This February we had another fantastic 

competition for Solway Skaters: two 

golds, a silver medal, a bronze and two 

Scottish Championship Medals. 

Solway Comets and Solway Lightning are 

now both Scottish Champions. 

As well as this, Solway Stars are now 

Scottish champions along with British 

Champions. 

  

Well done to Jenny, Eve, Hannah and 

Rebecca for a FAB 3rd place in U17 

Curling in Dundee. 

Congratulations to 

our skaters who took 

part in the Britannia 

Cup (an international 

skating competition) 

in Nottingham in 

January. Solway 

Stars brought home 

a silver medal and 

Solway Eclipse came 

third in their 

category. Solway 

Comets and Solway 

Lightning both 

brought home gold’s 

making them British 

Champions.  Solway Stars 

Solway Comets 

Solway Eclipse / Solway 

Lightning 
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This past month, Ms Murray's 

Numeracy class have been working on 

‘bar modelling’. Not as risqué as it 

sounds, this essentially means to use 

pictures and visuals to work out 

problems in maths. This new strategy 

is designed to to help you with 

complex problems by imagining 

physical objects instead of ordinary 

maths symbols. To learn more, go to 

https://mathsnoproblem.com/en/mas

tery/bar-modelling/ Why don’t you try 

it out on your next piece of maths 

homework? 

It has just been announced that three Dumfries 

Academy pupils have won awards at this years UKMT 

Maths Challenge. S4 Best in Year Silver Award went to 

Tom Harper and Bronze went to Abigail Roebuck. S3 

Best in Year Award went to Sean Finlay. 

Congratulations to these three pupils! 

https://mathsnoproblem.com/en/mastery/bar-modelling/
https://mathsnoproblem.com/en/mastery/bar-modelling/
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The Lutras are a local band from Dumfries formed in 2013 consisting of four 

members, including two former Academy pupils - Ben Clements and Thomas Gillan, as 

well as Danny Herron and Finlay Maxwell. On the 13th November, with the support of 

everyone and their gran on Facebook, the band won the ‘Road to the Mainstage’ 

competition. 

 

The prize was amazing and saw them with 

their own touring van for transport, studio 

time and a headline slot at the Doonhame 

Festival in Dumfries. Over 1000 bands 

entered and, ultimately, the Lutras won 

after weeks of voting and local support. The 

four have played together since high school 

and have played in over 300 venues around 

Scotland. 

You can catch them at Doonhame Festival 

in July! If you would like to purchase tickets 

you can visit www.doonhamefestival.co.uk 

 

Whether it be music, art, media or 

drama, at Dumfries Academy, our 

staff are always keen to encourage 

creative talent. We have a range of 

clubs to get involved with and we 

are always looking for talented 

performers for the end of year 

talent shows! 

http://www.doonhamefestival.co.uk/
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On the 14th of October 2019, we found out 

the heart-breaking news that one of our 

much-loved pupils, Brooke Jardine, had sadly 

passed away after a long-term illness.  

Brooke was an amazing young person who 

was much loved by all pupils and staff at 

Dumfries Academy. It is impossible to sum up 

here how deeply affected all at school have 

been by her loss. 

Brooke treated everyone with kindness and 

she touched so many lives. Even when 

battling her illness, she still managed to bring 

smiles to everyone's faces.  

On the 1st of November we decided to 

dedicate a day in memory of Brooke. Brooke 

loved the colour pink, so in her memory 

,everyone wore pink in aid of “Brooke’s 

Battle”.  

Brooke will be sadly missed and we will 

continue to honour her memory here at 

Dumfries Academy.  
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Another huge thank you to 

everyone who was involved 

in the production of Snow 

White and to those who 

came support and enjoy the 

show! 
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Go to our ‘unsung heroes’ section (P13) to 

read our special thanks to the shows director 

Miss Torrance! 
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Now that our new S1s have settled into Dumfries Academy life, we decided to find 

out how they have been doing so far. We asked Mr Nicholson’s 1L1 tutor to give us 

some of their experiences… 

 

“My experience at Dumfries 

Academy has been very good. I’ve 

made new friends and like my 

classes a lot. My favourite subject 

is maths because I’m good at it 

and I find it fun. I’ve learnt how to 

play rugby and how to tackle. I’d 

like to get better at Modern 

Languages and English because 

I’m not the best at them.” – Dylan  
 

“I am excited to move upward in 

high school and learn more. The 

transition was quite hard but very 

fun. My favourite subjects are 

Science, PE, Drama, Art and Music. 

I haven’t got a bunch of homework. 

I did expect more but I guess that’s 

more for seniors. Getting to play 

netball is great! It’s cool getting to 

work with different teachers. 

Although, I don’t really like needing 

to change class every 45 minutes, 

but I’m learning to live with it.” – 

Josie  
 

“My experience in the Academy has been 

good so far and also moving between 

classes isn’t bad either. My favourite 

subjects are PE, CDT, Home Economics 

and Maths because I find them fun. The 

subjects I don’t really like are Modern 

Languages, English and Social Studies. I 

enjoy being in School of Football because I 

met new friends and we all have a good 

relationship but it also helps me with my 

goalkeeping. I’m having fun in my new 

classes and I’m a lot more confident with 

teachers.” – Blaine  
 

“I enjoyed playing netball with new people. 

It was great. I do netball every Monday, 

Wednesday and Thursday. My school 

experience has been alright so far, it’s nice 

to meet new teachers. However, I don’t like 

having to move between classes every 45 

minutes. At home I like to watch Netflix, 

meet up with my friends, or take my dog a 

walk.” – Kelly 
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A group of S2 and some S3 pupils embarked on a trip 

to the popular city of Chester. This trip was science 

based and the aim was to develop the pupil’s 

knowledge on animals and of how rollercoasters 

work. They left on Wednesday the 2nd of October and 

returned on Friday the 4th. Between those three days 

the pupils visited many places around Chester. 

Accompanying them on this trip was Miss Torrance, 

Mr. Scott, Mrs. Dillon and Mr. Grierson.  

 

 

 

On the day of their arrival, the 

students visited Blue Planet 

Aquarium where they got to see a 

collection of sharks, other species 

of fish, reptiles, lizards and 

snakes just to name a few. Many 

students and the teachers found 

this very interesting to learn about 

all the different creatures. 

Later on, during that Wednesday the 

students got to relax for a bit as they went 

to Broughton Imax to watch an action-

packed film that they all seemed to enjoy.  

 

The next day, the students got to 

experience the thrill of Alton Towers. The 

brave students and teachers got to ride 

intense rollercoasters like The Smiler, 

Oblivion and Th13teen and got to see the 

fun attractions Alton Towers had to offer. 

 
 

 

During the Evening, those on the trip got to compete 

against each other in bowling and they got to see who 

the real champions were of the game. On the Friday 

they had a full day of travelling home and got to relax 

after a hectic few days.  
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Enjoy films for all ages on 

the big screen at Robert 

Burns Centre Film 

Theatre. Ages 15-16 get 

in for just £3.50 with 

your Young Scot Card. 

Find out what’s on at 

www.RBCFT.co.uk 

It is a well-known fact that Netflix is every high 

school student’s best friend: it can be there when 

you need it most after a particularly long day or 

perhaps become a welcome distraction from ever 

completing any homework. Regardless of the 

personal purpose, there have been many 

addicting and much loved TV shows and movies 

released on the streaming platform that have 

captivated audiences everywhere. This page will 

discuss some of the most popular and acclaimed 

releases and why they should make their way onto 

your watch list. 

 

Sex Education - Age Rating: 18 

This British comedy series follows a socially 

awkward teenager named Otis as he tries to 

navigate his way through high school life – this 

becomes even more difficult with a sex therapist 

for a mother. Eventually finding a sense of 

belonging and status among his classmates due 

to the complex knowledge he possesses about all 

things sex related, Otis teams up with a fellow 

student to set up an underground sex therapy 

clinic to help give out advice to those who need it. 

With its light hearted nature and endearing 

storyline, viewers will laugh and maybe even shed 

a tear at the portrayal of teenage life and relate to 

the awkward day to day experiences that the 

characters (and the majority of us) face.  

Dunkirk - Age Rating: 12  

This critically acclaimed drama depicts the 

dramatic and true story of the Dunkirk 

evacuations from a harbour in France, where the 

film focuses on the seemingly doomed group of 

allied soldiers in World War II. Released in 2017, 

the film builds in tension and pace as the 

penultimate fierce battle ensues, targeting 

specific audiences who may be fans of Mad Max 

and The Martian. With stunning cinematography 

and unique casting (Harry Styles even makes an 

appearance), the film can be considered one for 

its time and depicts the gruelling nature of the war 

in a realistic, brutal yet tasteful way.  

The Stranger - Age Rating - 15 

For those who enjoy the thrills of guessing 

and uncovering a masked killer or tying 

together the complicated, and at the best of 

times, confusing plot lines of characters, The 

Stranger offers content related to this like no 

other. The newly released crime series 

follows the lives of several suburban families 

whose secrets and buried lies become public 

by the sudden appearance of a stranger. 

Based on the best-selling novel by Harlan 

Coben, the psychological twists and turns 

make this a captivating watch whilst also 

leaving room for audience speculation as to 

what the stranger's real motives are.  
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The work behind the scenes at 

Dumfries Academy can often go 

underappreciated or even unnoticed, 

so each term we will be recognising 

different members of staff for their 

consistently exceptional contribution 

to our school. 

Miss Torrance 

Drama 

Mr Mohan 

Geography 

Between nicking your lunch boxes to recycle and his excellent 

passion for geography, the eco friendly titan of Dumfries 

Academy that is Mr Mohan is truly part of the roots of the 

school. His work with the Rural Skills course has been a 

brilliant innovation for the school, opening up progression 

pathways for so many pupils. His involvement in extracurricular 

activities, his work for charities, the years of school trips and 

his wonderful photography skills at the Christmas dances, just 

to name a few, are all evidence of his commitment and 

enthusiasm for this school. You can’t help love his smiling face 

and wise words of advice. Lastly, we can’t forget his talent in 

the garden, providing ingredients for your Home-Economics 

class, his creation of community gardens, and his questionable 

carrot cake as a result. “He is the driving force of unity in this 

school; he’s the buns of the burger.” – Anon 

Despite not being here as long some of our other members of 

staff, Miss Torrance has truly made her mark in this school. 

Few teachers are as widely and truly loved by their pupils as 

this women, which is evident in the praise she receives from 

her Drama pupils. She is known for her warmth, patience and 

advice which is always accompanied by her award-winning and 

welcoming smile. However, don’t be fooled, Miss Torrance is a 

Drama powerhouse and constantly goes the extra mile for her 

pupils while always teaching her subject with passion and 

dedication. As well as this, her work with school shows such as 

Snow White (which she directed) has been exceptional (as you 

can see in the photo gallery earlier in the issue). Along with the 

rest of our creative and performing arts staff, she is nurturing 

and inspiring the next generation of Dumfries Academy’s 

creative talent. 
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Ask your Tutor 

for more 

details! 



 

 

 

  Respect  Fairness  Compassion  Ambition  Responsibility   

15  

 


